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As the class of 2013 hugs their parents
goodbye, tries to look mature, and takes
a deep gulp of air to prepare for the excitement and jitters of college, they will
inevitably change Taylor over the next
four years.
This group of 489 students brings
powerful dynamics to campus. “Taylor
attracts a wonderful group of students
each year who are remarkably talented
and academically gifted,” Dean of Enrollment Steve Mortland said. “However, this year I have found myself incredibly impressed with this incoming
class as it relates to their commitment
to Christ and their desire to live out
their faith. I’m excited to see how God
will work in their lives and what he will
do through them during the coming
years.”
Mortland was also excited about the
impact this year’s freshmen will make
for the athletic teams. “I’d want to point
out how well our coaches recruited this
year. Athletics has recruited an outstanding group of men and women who
are going to make a unique contribution to Taylor off the field as well as on
the field,” he said.
This year’s freshmen will have less of
a commute for holidays, or some home
cooking, as a larger percentage come
from Indiana. “During the past few

years, around 27 percent of our freshmen had been from Indiana. This year,
with some changes in our recruitment
and financial aid plan, we were able to
increase our freshman class percentage
to 33 percent,” Mortland said.
However, this class also brings in the
spice of diversity, with 18 international
students and 11 Korean students who
are part of the new English as a Second
Language program. There are also 38
students coming from ethnically diverse backgrounds.
This year’s class is favoring elementary education as a major, with 46 students declaring it. Biology is also very
popular with 28 freshmen. Media communication, psychology, and professional writing attracted several dozen
students as well.
The male-to-female ratio is 45 percent to 55 percent, which is a little more
balanced than last year.
But what will all this mean as they
converge on campus?
Many of the freshmen already have
connections with each other, whether
it is through Facebook or previous relationships. The Facebook group “Incoming Taylor University Freshman
’09” provided a way for students to
get information about move-in day, or
simply make friends before arriving on
campus.
“A couple people added me as friends,

but I don’t know them. Hopefully I’ll
meet them. It’s helpful to know a face
before you get here,” said Kris Schonewill, a freshman from Holland, Mich.
The group has discussion boards designed for connections ranging from
people living on the same floor to “praises” to “advice for living in the cold.”
Yet, even the most endearing Facebook friendships won’t replace actually
arriving on campus and moving a futon
into a dorm room. As Welcome Weekend kicks off, freshmen will face the
challenge of meeting new friends and
getting adjusted to campus.
Freshman David Pfeifer from Indianapolis said, “I’d like to get to know a
lot of new people and be able to meet
professors and find out where my classes are located.”
“There’s going to be a lot of people. I
think it will be a little crazy, but a lot of
opportunity for friendships,” said Joel
Ritz, a freshman from Cincinnati, Ohio,
“but I feel like everybody’s really welcoming. That’s what I experienced at
the summer orientation. Several people
came introduced themselves to me.”
Having some connections already at
Taylor can help. Schonewill is already
friends with his roommate, who he
went to high school with. “It’s helpful
that I already know who I will be living
with and we can go through the freshman process together,” he said.

Campus gains 96 students from TUFW
By Erin Pabody
Co-News Editor
When the 337 students of Taylor University Fort Wayne (TUFW) heard the
news that their campus would be closing in May 2009, due to the lack of independent financial stability, they were
surprised and saddened, but forced to
quickly figure out a “Plan B” for the
remainder of their college careers.
Ninety-six of those students chose to
transfer to Taylor University’s Upland
campus.
Of the 23 majors previously offered at
TUFW, only one transferred to Upland,
professional writing.
Graduate Assistant for Retention
Josh Wymore formerly worked as a
hall director at TUFW. This year he is
working at the Upland campus with incoming students, specifically the ones
transferring from TUFW. Last spring,

he organized a campus visit day with
Upland’s Admissions Office and put on
a college fair for students looking into
other colleges.
Having a connection with the Fort
Wayne campus, Wymore says it is exciting to experience this transition with
the TUFW students. He has encountered similar struggles as the students
and he hopes to use those experiences
to help students deal with the change
in a way that will allow them to be successful whether on Upland’s campus or
another college.
“It’s definitely a situation that’s right
for growth because of the emotional
complexity of it,” Wymore said. “It’s a
great place to live life alongside of them
in that time when things are really confusing and really upsetting for them
to learn to trust God in those circumstances and to rely on him more than

ever before.”
Wymore concluded by saying how he
expects the TUFW transfers to handle
the new school year.
“I really expect them to adjust really
well this year,” Wymore said, “to continue on not as TUFW students but as
Taylor University students. To carry
that on with them, but have a great
time here and bring something new to
the campus, and that God would challenge them, and they would grow in
their time here.”
One student Wymore has been helping transition is sophomore professional writing major Caitlin Wilson.
“At first I was definitely shocked [that
TUFW closed],” Wilson said. “The
whole anger part set it, but eventually
it just got to the point where I knew I
shouldn’t be bitter anymore because I
knew there wasn’t anything I could do

about the situation, so I may as well just
embrace the changes that were coming,
and I’m glad I did.”
Along with Wilson, sophomore Liz
Ford also transferred from TUFW to
stick with the professional writing major.
“This was pretty much my plan to
come here mainly because of the program, and I was already familiar with
the school, so I was excited knowing its
reputation with academics,” Ford said.
“I was happy to transfer here.”
Both Wilson and Ford talked about
their excitement for this school year and
the benefits of being on a campus with
a lot more students. Both students said
they are excited to get to be involved in
campus activities more than they were
able to at TUFW.
Unlike Wilson and Ford, sophomore
psychology major Bethany Bishop’s

major did not transfer to the Upland
campus. However, this actually ended
up benefiting her. Bishop had originally
planned to come to Upland’s campus as
a freshman, but ended up enrolling at
TUFW because it was a more affordable
option. At TUFW, Bishop majored in
elementary education because they did
not offer a psychology program.
When TUFW closed, they gave students the option of transferring to Upland for the same cost they were paying
to go to TUFW. This allowed Bishop
to transfer to the school she originally
wanted, for the price she could afford.
She is also now able to study the major
she was originally interested in.
“I’m excited to see what God’s going to do,” Bishop said. “He obviously
brought me here for a reason because
he opened a lot of doors to get me here,
even though it was kind of a side trip.”

Taylor keeps top ranking
By Erin Pabody
Co-News Editor
Taylor University has been named
the number one Baccalaureate College
in the Midwest in the newly-released
2010 U.S. News & World Report survey, “America’s Best Colleges.” This is
Taylor’s third consecutive number one
ranking and its tenth consecutive finish
in the top three.
“Three in a row feels good,” said Dean
of Enrollment Steve Mortland. “For me,
I’ve always felt as though it’s a wonderful confirmation of what I already know
is the truth.”
According to U.S. News, Taylor
earned 100 rating points, putting them
10 points ahead of second place (Ohio
Northern University).
“The learning that goes on in the
classrooms and the role that the entire
Taylor community plays ... All of those

things work together to give a student
a Taylor University education, and it
really is a number of things that work
together that lead to the number one
ranking,” said Director of Media Relations Jim Garringer.
Among the Best Baccalaureate Colleges in the Midwest, Taylor was ranked
first for peer assessment, average freshman retention rate and average graduation rate. Taylor was ranked second for
its ability to attract freshmen in the top
25 percent of their high school class and
third for average alumni giving.
Taylor President Eugene Habecker
said he was honored by Taylor’s recent
rankings. He also told the media what
he believes Taylor’s response to this
recognition should be.
“Taylor University’s third consecutive
number one ranking in the latest U.S.

News survey is a wonderful blessing and
recognition of the efforts of the broader
Taylor University community as well as
the efficacy of our educational mission,”
Habecker told the media. “The only appropriate response to this exciting news
is praise and thanksgiving to God.”
Garringer also explained that Taylor is
more than just somewhere for students
to further their educations. He said God
has chosen to bless Taylor University
and that it shows in many ways.
“Taylor is a place that has been created for disciple-making, and you see
evidence of that,” Garringer said. “We
disciple men and women through education, and our faculty is at a worldclass level, and it’s just really a privilege
to be able to serve here.”

Timmy Huynh
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Kickin’ it old school at your new school

C

ongratulations! You are ofﬁcially
a college student. It’s your
ﬁrst day on campus, your ﬁrst
semester at Taylor University, and in
your hands you hold your ﬁrst student
newspaper.
It may seem this school year will be
one ﬁlled with ﬁrsts and the looming
unfamiliar. While this is somewhat
true, you’ll soon be comforted as you
ﬁnd out that your past is still very
present. In every area of your life, you’ll
be reminded of whatever you consider
“the good ol’ days.”
Games. We’re sure you’ve heard of
intramurals. It’s just like recess with
your friends, except you get T-shirts
and there’s no punching on the bus
after school. If you were an avid fan
of your high school sports teams, put

on the new colors of purple and gold
and join the crowd. (It’s automatically
cooler because you’re in college.) And
on that special day in December, you
get to wear your pajamas to the annual
Silent Night basketball game.
If you like to play Frisbee, it comes
in several varieties. There’s a course on
campus, though you’ll need someone
with experience to show you the
inconspicuous holes. If you’re more
of an extremist, ask some guys from
Sammy Morris about playing Ultimate.
Music. Just because you attend
a Christian school, it doesn’t mean
playlists are restricted solely to David
Crowder Band or Hillsong. This is
most evident on campus during events
such as Airband, Nostalgia Night and
My Generation Night. More diversity
is brought to the music scene during
Foundation’s Open Mic Night and 2nd
East Wengatz’s Music Open House.

1st Week ‘To-Do’ List:
1. Organize your room – you’ll never do it later.
2. Memorize your student ID number – you’ll be asked for it all the time.
3. Plan out when you can have time alone each day – you’ll need some
peace and quiet when things start to get busy.
4. Find a good place to set your alarm clock – you won’t turn it off in your
sleep and miss class.
5. Learn everyone’s name on your wing – they’re your new neighbors
and friends.
6. Go on a roommate date – you’ll be living with this person all year, so you
should probably start to get to know them a little bit.
7. Figure out how much time it takes to get from your dorm to class –
this way you can sleep until the last minute, or it’s handy if you need to run
back to your dorm between classes
8. Write down classroom numbers in your planner – if you have a mind
blank, you won’t wind up aimlessly wandering the halls.

The Integration of Faith and Culture
(IFC) cabinet also brings in bands,
both secular and Christian, to play live
concerts.
Transportation. You may think
that not having your car until after
Thanksgiving is the end of world, but
fortunately, cars aren’t really necessary.
Taylor will take you back to the days
where the farthest you had to travel
was to your friend’s house down the
street. Popular modes of transportation
to and from buildings include bicycles,
skateboards, rollerblades, scooters, and
even unicycles.
Movies. We aren’t Cedarville
University — you can watch R-rated
ﬁlms. But who needs those when you
can ﬁnd most of the Disney collection
in the library? It’s a great place to look
for movies; there’s a wide variety of new
and old DVDs. Also be on the lookout
for IFC’s movie showings and discussion
times.
Food. Mom’s home cooking isn’t a
mere walk downstairs anymore, but
have no fear, there’s plenty of good food
in our beloved DC. Relive your Saturday
morning cartoon days as you scoop
Cap’n Crunch, Life, Fruity Pebbles or
Cocoa Puffs from the cereal carts. And
you can pass on the Raisin Bran without
getting grief from the folks. On occasion,
chicken nuggets and macaroni and
cheese are served together. To top it off,
grab yourself a cone of buffet-style soft
serve ice cream or a homemade dessert.
At your dorm’s front desk, childhood
favorites like Easy Mac and Oatmeal
Creme Pies are available.
So, welcome to Taylor. Make yourself
at home as you kick it old school at your
new school.



Eugene Habecker, President of Taylor University: Even
though he is TU royalty, our president can be spotted riding his
Segway around campus or eating with students in the DC.

Marylou Habecker, First Lady: Comparable to Jackie O

in style and grace, the wife of the Prez also loves baton twirling
and decorating Christmas cookies.



Skip Trudeau, Dean of Students: He may have a silly
sounding name and a sweet demeanor, but when it comes to
matters of discipline, this man means business.



Randy Gruendyke, Campus Pastor: The man with the
most pulpit time on campus is not only famous for his bow ties
— he tells great jokes and stars in many student ﬁlms.



Jordan Bolte, Student Body President: A man of inﬂuence who is also a student himself. He listens to your voices
and works toward a better future for Taylor University.



Robert Craton, Information Resource Coordinator:
Mysteriousness is this man’s most popular quality. Is there a
face behind the e-mails? We don’t know, but we do know you’ll
get a lot of them.
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By Adrienne Chaudoin
and Alissa Goeglein
Co-Life & Times Editors
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strawberries
granola
chicken wraps
calzones
red pepper hummus

chemical-tasting fruit
unpronounceable foods
hyper-steamed veggies
jello with carrots in it
seafood

WORLD

Ireland freshmen continue Taylor legacy abroad

Laura Rodeheaver

2009 Ireland freshmen Katelyn Collins, Ray DeGreef, Tyler Stafford and Ariel Bloomer on the Irish Sea in Greystones

By Laura Vela
World News Editor

T

his year, Taylor University sent
its freshman students to Ireland
for the ﬁfth time. Each year, a
group of students take advantage of the
chance to begin their college career on
Taylor’s campus in Greystones (south
of Dublin) and get 15 general education

credits out of the way. The Irish Studies Program was started in 2001 and
the Freshman Irish Studies Program
was added in the fall of 2005. Setting
aside the fall semester allows a special
opportunity for community-building
for incoming freshmen. Although both
groups of freshmen (in Ireland and Upland) experience huge changes in their
lives, the Ireland students adjust to a

new country as well.
The students began their adjustment
during orientation on the Upland campus on Aug. 16. Twenty-seven students
arrived in Ireland on Aug. 23, along
with two “overseas mentors” and Taylor graduates, Kyle Lantz and Laura
Rodeheaver.
While in Ireland, students take classes like Contemporary Ireland, Art as

Experience, Irish History and Foundations of Christian Thought. Aside from
all the classroom time, the students are
given extensive tours of Ireland. They
take weekly ﬁeld trips to historic and
modern sites around Ireland and cover
everything from concerts to books and
museums. The students visit places like
the Cliffs of Moher (known as the Cliffs
of Insanity in “The Princess Bride”),
they live where much of “Braveheart”
was ﬁlmed, and visit areas where the
ﬁlm “The Count of Monte Cristo” was
shot.
The experience given to Ireland freshmen has many of the same elements
that the Upland students do – speciﬁcally, a chapel experience and a time for
parents to come visit. Chapel in Ireland
is essentially the same, but smaller and
taught by Irish pastors and laypersons.
Parents Week, Oct. 8-14, is a time for
students to reconnect with their parents and have a small taste of home.
When asked what Ireland students
took away from the program, Vance
Maloney, director of the Irish Studies
Program, said that the students gain a
“broad world perspective and a different
vantage point.” The students are able to
connect with new kinds of people, both
from Ireland and Taylor students who
may be in a separate residence hall on

the Upland campus. Through the course
work, they learn about the country of
Ireland, lining up with Maloney’s statement, “to understand modern culture,
you have to understand the culture’s
history.”
One of the freshmen in the 2005
group, Laura Brocker, graduated from
Taylor this past spring. She now works
in the Taylor Admissions Ofﬁce as Visit
Coordinator.
“[It was] one of the most monumental
experiences of my life,” Brocker said. “I
would do it all over again.”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Inglourious...ahem
by Steve Etheridge

Armistice
Mute Math
The second full-length album from New
Orleans based rock quartet MuteMath
fell short of the high expectations I had
for them following their highly regarded
debut album. Tension ran high between
band members during the initial recording process of the album, and, after the
band took a short hiatus from recording,
they went back to the studio to record
entirely new tracks from what they had
previously completed. Needless to say,
the spontaneous burst of creative knack,
from which their second recording session came, is evident by the seemingly
unsubstantial nature of this album. While
a solid effort by the group, my preliminary
listen of the album left me feeling like the
band really did write the album in one
mediocre session without going back to
add the electronic flourishes and intricacies that listeners have come to know
and love from MuteMath. Standout
tracks from “Armistice” include the
double-timed, frantic “Spotlight,”
which displays the band’s proficiency in handclapping, and the
funky title track that is complete
with brass trimmings and finds
MuteMath in a good groove.
Unfortunately, the album in
its entirety left me wondering if the primary recordings might have been a
better choice.
Colby Spear

Can we say it? Though spelled quirkily and epithetic
in nature, it’s one of those words that might read uncomfortably in a Christian paper. So as a caution we’ll
call it … “Inglourious Bad Dudes.”
But so anyway: Quentin Tarantino’s latest offering,
“Inglourious Bad Dudes,” remixes WWII history with
a story about calloused Jewish-American soldiers on
prowl for “Nazzys” to scalp, along with the heartrending tale of a Jewish femme fatale
looking to avenge the slaughter of
her family at the hands of Hitler’s
henchmen.
Riding the ironic narratory
timbre of Samuel L. Jackson,
the film, billed as a spaghetti
western, creeps at nail-biting
speeds through fleshy
scenes of daunting length,
a tactic
which

stifles the audience with humid suspense. In shoddy
sum, it’s a tale of various people who have learned that
the mustached Fuhrer himself will be in attendance at
a certain movie theater on a certain night, and so they
devise clever means to end the man and his respective tyranny.
But as one would expect,
Tarantino goes about the WWII
genre with unusual insight.
The Nazis, though all identifiable by a particular ickiness
and vague flamboyance, are
at times presented with
graceful distinction, something we’ve never been
trained to expect. And the
Americans, though inclined to be
rooted for, are gruesome
in their charms and are perversely inhumane. At times we
see more commonality than disparity in the warring bunch.
And “Inglourious Bad Dudes”
also has somewhat of a Wile E.
Coyote/Road Runner feel to it, with
the slapdash, instinctive good guys
narrowly evading the ever-scheming antagonist who, though always with the
upper hand, can’t quite figure things out.
The momentum of control often shifts
unexpectedly like, say, an ACME piano
dropped from a cliff only to be volleyed
upward by a trampoline made by the
same brand.
Yet Tarantino’s characters are infinitely more complex than even the
looniest toons, and are stamped
with all the outrageous peculiarities
we’ve come to expect from the director, such as a much-feared “Bear
Jew” who famously inflicts injustice on his
anti-Semitic foes with a Louisville Slugger.
But unlike standard variety Tarantino
joints, where the audience is riled with barbaric splurge after barbaric splurge, “In-
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glourious Bad Dudes” mostly seems to acknowledge
that violence, utterly desensitized as it is in American
cinema, cannot refer to anything but itself, and thus
spills its kills discretionally, looking to add meaning to
the mayhem. Nevertheless, folks still splatter — just
not as liberally.
Come credits, the film reverberates as a tale of forlorn amorality, of desperate acts driven by desperate
circumstances. It is simultaneously tragic, wicked,
hilarious, gratifying, troubling and imaginative.
Plainly, it’s Tarantino.

OPINIONS

Making the Most

So fresh and so clean
By Steve Etheridge
Opinions Editor

With which of the following freshman groups do you identify the closest? There’s (A), the “I’m Overwhelmingly Afraid and Nervous, and Sad
About Leaving My Dog” group, and
then there’s (B), the “Oh Yeah, TU
Can’t Handle This, I’m Going to Make
a Thousand Friends” group.
Perhaps you’re neither, somewhere
beyond the periphery in the “I’m Only
Here Because My Parents Sent Me,
Leave Me Alone” faction. Or maybe
you’re of the “Born and Raised in Upland and Not Really Planning On
Stretching My Social Boundaries Beyond My Local Crew” bunch.
Regardless of where you loaf, the good
news is that it doesn’t make much of a
difference. I’ve found, in my 36 years
with the psychology department,* that
students escape whatever designations
with which they arrive in just a matter
of days.
For some, identity is fostered collectively in the spirits and traditions of a

In case you were wondering,
the Opinions page isn’t just for
regular columnists and pointless
shout outs (Hi Mom!), but it is for
everyone. You, you, and you. Your
reflections and objections are the
lifeblood of the newspaper.
Faith, politics, aggravations—
whatever is pertinent to you is pertinent to us. So submit something.
Please. We only have four article
ideas. One is about the economy.
Another criticizes how the bailout money is being spent, which I
guess is also about the economy.
Actually, come to think of it, all of
our ideas are about the economy.
And since no one really wants
to read about the economy anymore, you should send columns
to steve_etheridge@tayloru.
edu. If possible, limit them to 400
words.

particular dorm. For others, they find
whatever intimidation they had magically dissolved in the kindness that’s
concentrated so heavily around here,
and so they blossom socially. And then,
conversely, some of the hyper-extroverts will find the quantity-over-quality
friendship approach cheap and unfulfilling, and they’ll mellow out after their
initial burst.

“College is
a beautiful,
one-time
stretch of adult
irresponsibility.”
But the lovely thing that inevitably
happens is that people become themselves. The character shown at orientation is just that: a character. This isn’t
to say that everyone’s a phony, but if
we assess ourselves fairly, we’ll recognize that our outward nice-to-meet-you
selves are far different from our actual
self-selves.
This might feel like a new concept, as
the six daily hours of high school lent
openly to contrived character, whereas
college is a 24/7 affair. So unless you’re
perpetually, consciously on guard, the
real you will crawl from its gooey hovel
into actuality.
Just think: Daily events that were
once strictly private affairs, like showering, will now become awkwardly com-

Shortsleeve's
Upland
Automotive

munal. It’s a gloriously insensitive lifestyle designed (perhaps accidentally) to
wrest the camouflage from the You that
has never existed.
Ultimately, it’s a chance to grow. And
not just the fuzzy youth group kind of
growth, but an exposed growth, one
that can be harsh though profoundly
revealing. It might feel good or it might
feel awful, but without a doubt it’ll be
good for you.
College is a beautiful, one-time stretch
of adult irresponsibility. You’re treated
like a grown-up but you don’t have to act
like one. These are four precious years
of unchecked rambunctiousness and
diminished consequence that should
be embraced with every mischievous
ounce of your being. Or, if you just like
sitting around doing quiet things, you
can do that too! Whatever! Fun!
So fresh-people, enjoy your O-Weekend. Your ankles are unshackled from
the heavy menace of parental guidance,
so dance as you couldn’t before. Actually, don’t do that, because dancing
isn’t allowed under our Life Together
Covenant.
And neither are automatic weapons,
so keep ’em muzzled another four years.
Then you can go nuts.
But definitely make sure you’re having fun, and always stay firm in your
individuality lest it be lost to appeasing
others. And remember: Never forget
your parting message before you publish it in the newspaper.
*Just kidding. I’m a fourth year student.

By Brittany Unruh
Columnist

Dear New Freshies (and I mean
Freshies in the most endearing and
Tayloriest way),
A very warm, sincere TU welcome to
you! I’d like to first offer a quick word
of academic advice before I touch on
my real points, and that is to buy one
of those giant calendars and some colored pens and try to, at the very least,
write down your major projects and test
times. The calendar gives you the freedom to be an avid freak about assignments or, if you’re more of a slacker, at
least keep track of your big assignments
and exams.
Now the real stuff: As one who has
been in your shoes before, I can empathize with those who can’t wait to talk to
everyone they see, and also those who
are overly aware of their awkward habits and ways.
Regardless of who you are, there is
someone on this campus who has felt
exactly how you feel and would love to
reach out to you!
Coming from out of state and knowing next to no one when I first arrived,
it was hard to leave my family, friends,
boyfriend and dog behind, and so it was
important for me to immerse myself
into the Taylor community. No matter
where you’re coming from, I’d entreat
you to do the same.
If you think you are awkward, find
someone on the same level of awkwardness. If you are super outgoing, stretch
yourself even further by socializing with

2009-2010 Subscription Form

Granted, some people you meet may
not end up as your best friends, but
meeting as many people as you can will
greatly add to your repertoire of life experiences and your general knowledge
of other people.
And I can promise you that some of
those people will become your best
friends and your new TU “family.” As
cheesy as it may sound, I consider my
closest companions here to be my family, and my wingmates to be my extended family.
I hope that after your first year at Taylor, you can go back to your real family,
and then — as I’m soon to experience
— return to campus and your second
family. Meeting and making that family, however, is up to you.

6696 E. Amy Way Dr.
(I-69 and SR22, next to Cracker Barrel)
Gas City, IN 46953
765-998-6922
*not valid with other specials

Send check with
ompleted form to:

Name:
Student’s Name:
Address:
City:
Phone:
E-mail:

“I consider
my closest
companions here
to be my family.”

Parents, grandparents, and
Taylor students and staff
receive a free drink ($1.89 value).

351 W. Washington St.
Upland, IN
765-998-2145
(beside the north water tower)

$5 off oil, lube and
filter when you
present this ad.

people with whom you wouldn’t normally associate. The people who have
taught me the most during my time
here are people I never thought I would
find any commonalities with.
Essentially I’m asking you to go as far
outside of your comfort zone as possible. That way you will spread out thick
roots and start with a firm and diverse
foundation for the rest of your years
here.

State:

Zip:

The Echo
Taylor University
236 West Reade Ave
Upland, IN 46989

$/4y 0
r.

Thank you for subscribing to The Echo. If you have
any questions regarding your subscription, please
call (765) 998-5359 ore-mail echo@taylor.edu.
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Volleyball wins season opener
By Julia Berger
Co-Sports Editor

The volleyball team stepped
on the court, ready to play, and
walked away successful. The
team, ranked 19th, won their first
match in straight sets (25-16,
25-17, 25-19) against Cedarville
University on Aug. 25.
While the entire team contributed to the success of all
three sets, sophomores Kelsey
Pritchard and Betsy Brown,
and
freshman
Courtney
Herschberger were among the
key players Tuesday night.
Pritchard posted a .476 hitting
percentage with 12 kills. Brown,
returning to play after an injury
last season, had 34 assists and
six digs. Herschberger accumulated 13 digs and served one
ace.
After seeing how the team’s
first match played out, there
are a lot of expectations for this
group.
“My expectation for this season is to win conference and
go to Nationals,” said senior
Colleen Nelis. “Not only to
attend Nationals, but to do well
once we get there.”
With six new freshmen on the
team, it was important to bring
them up to collegiate level of
playing.
“We needed to bring players’
abilities up as quickly as we
could so that collectively our
team can now focus on who will
contribute the most significantly on the court,” said head coach
Brittany Smith. “[Then] we
can start training team movement and team positioning as
we progress to the beginning of
conference play.”
The team has focused on

improving their attack on
defense and offense prior to
their first games.
“One thing that I’ve noticed
during pre-season is that we
run a really quick offense and
defense. Our defense will hit
the floor for anything to get the
ball up, while our offense runs
sets at a quicker tempo,” Nelis
said. “This speed should help us
catch teams off guard when we
compete.”
Before a team can begin to
think about competing, they
need to bond in order to work
together. Taylor bonding is different than what most other athletes experience.
“This team is different from
other teams I’ve been on because
everyone on the team has a ‘God
first’ attitude,” Herschberger
said. “Everyone will sacrifice
whatever it takes to make sure
that God is glorified to the highest extent, and they’ll do it without complaining.”
Not only do the players focus
on God first, but they also learn
to play with a different purpose.
“If we can stay in tune with our
goal to play for our audience of
one, to fight hard for each other
and our team, and to have joy
and gratefulness through that
process,” Smith said, “I don’t
see why this team can’t achieve
any of the goals that they have
set for themselves, which is very
exciting.”
Regardless of what role each
player takes part in, the teammates encourage each other in
whatever way they can.
The team travels to Dearborn,
Mich. to compete in the
UM–Dearborn tournament on
Aug. 28-29.

Football
Upcoming Games:
9/03 vs. Anderson 7pm

Men’s Soccer(1-0)
W vs. Indiana Tech 3-2

Upcoming Games:
8/29 vs. McKendree 4pm
9/2 @ Georgetown College
4 pm

Women’s Soccer
Upcoming Games:
8/29 @Cedarville Classic 2pm
vs. Houghton

Volleyball(1-0)
W vs. Cedarville 3-0

Upcoming Games:
8/28-29 @ UM-Dearborn
Tournament
9/1 vs. St. Joseph’s College
7 pm

Men’s CC
Upcoming Meets:
9/4 @ Purdue Open

Women’s CC
Upcoming Meets:
9/12 @ IPFW Invitational

Men’s Tennis
Upcoming Matches:
8/29 vs. Olivet Nazarene 12pm
8/2 @ University of Northwestern Ohio 4 pm

Women’s Tennis
Upcoming Matches:

Timmy Huynh

Senior Colleen Nelis goes up for a tip against Cedarville during Tuesday’s night’s win.

8/29 vs. Olivet Nazarene 12pm
9/1 @ Saint Francis 2:30 pm
8/2 @ University of Northwestern Ohio 4 pm

Young men’s soccer team looks forward
By Julia Berger
Co-Sports Editor

Timmy Huynh

Senior captains Stephen Groves and Beck Joslin prepare to lead the men’s soccer team this
year.

The men’s soccer team proved
that even though they are a
young team, they can play well
and play to win. They defeated
Indiana Tech 3-2 on Saturday.
Head coach Gary Ross has two
goals for his team: “We want to
score first and then not lose that
lead when we get it.”
Junior Ian Perrotte, sophomore Tyler Beachler and freshman Joel Ritz took Ross’ objective seriously. Beachler first
scored after 36 minutes of play
shortly followed by Ritz’s pass
to Beachler, who took an open
shot. The referee called a hand
ball, allowing Perrotte to take
advantage of the penalty kick.
Indiana Tech scored twice in
the second half to tie the game,
but Beachler was able to score
the game-winning goal from a
penalty kick. Sophomore goalkeeper Josh Giuliano made six
saves throughout the game.
The team is a young group
of men, but the dynamics are
partly why they have been successful.
“Coming into the game, I

knew that we are a young team
and that we had something to
prove,” Beachler said. “We have
some great chemistry in our
team, and I was excited for this
first game.”
Although the team won their
first game of the season, they
still have work to do.
“The first games of the season are always a little sloppy,
and there will be a lot we can
learn from this game,” Beachler
said. “However, the first couple
games of the season come down
to work rate and finishing. We
did a better job finishing the
chances we had, and we kept
working until the final whistle
blew.”
The team has tough competition this season, and they will
need to improve as much as they
can in order to prepare.
“I’m looking forward to seeing how this team continues to
work together, and how we face
adversity together,” Beachler
said.
Over the summer, the teammates traveled to Ireland and
have become closer as a result.

“Ireland was a big help in our
team chemistry. We got to do
some great things together as
a team that we didn’t have the
chance to do last year,” Beachler
said. “This team is just fused
together.”
As the team moves on, they
are encouraged by their performance in the hopes of a higher
level of play in the upcoming
games.
“Prior to the last few years the
schedule hadn’t been as competitive,” Ross said. “Now we
are looking to play the best competition around to see what’s
out there.”
With the team’s strong offense,
they hope to have defense come
together quickly in order to fully
prepare for the tougher teams
they will face in the upcoming
games.
Senior co-captains Stephen
Groves and Beck Joslin will help
lead the team through the tough
schedule.
The Trojans play Notre Dame
today at 4 p.m. at home.

It’s (National) Football Season!
By Eric True
Co-Sports Editor

Summer’s over, which can
only mean one thing to all trueblooded Americans, it’s football
season! As a lifelong NFL football fan, I thought I ought to give
the campus of Taylor University
my thoughts and predictions on
the upcoming NFL season. Before we get started, you should
know that I am a Cincinnati
Bengals fan, meaning that you
may see a hint of bias in some
of my writing about the NFL
throughout the season. I promise you that I will try and keep
it to a minimum. Let’s start

with some of the bigger stories
happening right now. As most
of you who have been awake
at least once in the past month
know, Michael Vick is back in an
NFL uniform for the Philadelphia Eagles. As an animal lover
myself, I was a bit skeptical of
his return. But after hearing him
give apology after apology and
see him getting constantly criticized by animal rights groups,
I felt some compassion for the
man, and I was glad to see him
given a second chance. In other
news, former New York Giants
wide receiver Plaxico Burress
was sentenced to 2 years in

prison on felony weapons possession charges. Now I know
that carrying an un-licensed,
concealed weapon is dangerous,
and against the law, but 2 years
in prison? Come on now. I know
that the New York District Attorney’s ofﬁce is trying to set an
example, but the DA’s ofﬁce is
basically ruining a man’s career
for one silly mistake. He didn’t
hurt anybody, and he did not
intend to hurt anybody. I guess
that comes with the territory
of being a professional athlete.
Also, Brett Favre is back people!
Again? I know, this does seem
like déjà vu from last year, but I

assure you that it is not. Brett
Favre accepted a 2 year deal to
quarterback the Minnesota Vikings last week and is slated to
start the season opener against
the Cleveland Browns. My opinion on this? I have none, let’s
move on. In lighter news, it’s
time for my predictions!
NFC Champion: Atlanta
Falcons
I feel like this team will
only get stronger in year 2 under
quarterback Matt Ryan. They
have a proven running back in
Michael Turner and a legitimate
deep threat in wide receiver
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Roddy White. This may seem
like a sleeper pick, but I really
believe in this teams talent.
AFC Champion: New England Patriots
I know, I know, call me
a bandwagon jumper. This team
just has too much talent to pass
up. Tom Brady is back with a
vengeance along with star wide
receiver Randy Moss to provide
one of the most exciting offenses
in football. Combine that with
an always steady defense, and
you have a championship team.
Super Bowl Champion: At-

lanta Falcons
Call me crazy, but I
really believe in this Atlanta
Falcon team. They had a really
shaky defense last year along
with a rookie quarterback and
still managed to ﬁnish 11-5 and
make the playoffs. Now that
quarterback Matt Ryan has had
a year in the sytem as well as a
year learning opposing NFL defenses, I see no reason why they
can’t surprise people.
So there you have it!
Those are my thoughts/predictions for the 2009 NFL season.
Now go out and enjoy some
football people!

